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Sacramento was a great powder burner. When you 
are outnumbered 5 to 1, you have to shoot a lot to 
just stay even. It didn’t help the odds when the  
Rebel cannon unlimbered in our front and fired, 
killing the whole company! The crowd loved it and 
even the Rebel artillery came by after the battle to 
say thanks. People sure love to kill Yankees. Its 
good to change from Grey to Blue every now and 
again just to see how the other side is mistreated. 
The public even hissed and booed us during the  
Parade downtown. 
 
I was proud to be Captain of such a great company. 
Again, the 4th was the only unit to drill and it 
showed in the battle when we did things “By the 
Left.” Hartwell, you should have been there. You 
could tell we were the best trained troops on the 
field. I just want to thank the 19th Alabama Boys for 
falling in with us. We make a good company  
together.  
 
We also had 5 students and their teacher from a 
high school in St. Louis  who camped and fought 
with us all weekend. My hat’s off to their teacher for 
bringing them to a reenactment to live history for 
the weekend. They were well-trained and knew 
skirmish drill to perfection. They made us proud to 
have them with us. My hat’s off to the folks at  
Sacramento for having such a fine event. They fed 
us like kings again. There were around 500 troops 
there. 
 
About Fort Manassas….. 
I’ve sent the registration fee in for Fort Manassas for 
the following  people (see list at right). Those who 
have not paid can still go, but you have to call them 
at (540) 869-2064 and register by phone. The fee is 
now $25 and you can pay by credit card or go to the 
website and register online. 
(www.cedarcreekbattlefield,org) 
 
 I’ve registered the 4th as part of the army of North-
ern Virginia. I believe they are going to put us with 
the Kentucky Brigade that is a member of the ANV. 
Nick Meditch and his boys are not going, nor is the 
Palamento Brigade from Rambo’s Brigade. So we 
are on our own. Hartwell and I met these folks when 
we did Manassas 5 years ago and I believe we will 
be okay with them….wish I could go. 

Next Event….On to Mill Springs  
 
June 24th & 25th: Living History at Mill Springs 

Nancy, Kentucky 
www.millsprings.net  

 
Uniform: Confederate 
Tents: Dog, A-frame, or wall tent. I changed 
the camp sites demo area to be in the shade 
behind the Zollicoffer Park. Maybe it won’t be 
so hot. 
Food: Mill Springs will be providing the food. 
We will have rib eye steaks on Saturday night. 
Ben, bring the eggs. 
Ammo: Just what you fire in the competition. 
Fees: $10.00. This year I need to charge to 
help offset the cost of the food. 
 
Other items: I need some help Friday for a 
firing demonstration at 11:00 for an antique car 
club. Their cars range in age of 1913 to 1923. 
There will be 25 cars, plus 55 people. I can’t 
wait to see their cars, and they can’t wait to 
see the cannons. The demonstrations for the 
public will be Saturday starting at 10:00, ‘til 
4:00, and Sunday from 11-3. Cannon live firing 
Saturday night, Infantry Live Firing Sunday 
morning. Trophy to the best shooter. 
 
 
Your Obedient Servant, 
 
C.H Johnston, CaptainC.H Johnston, CaptainC.H Johnston, CaptainC.H Johnston, Captain    
 
C.H. Johnston, Captain 
 

The Adjutant’s CallThe Adjutant’s CallThe Adjutant’s CallThe Adjutant’s Call    

Paid Up for Manassas 
 

Kent Acree            Raymond Asher         
 

Seth Marshall Steve Menifee             
 

         Harry Ehney          Ben Green  
 

Mike Adams             John Hill            
 

                         Greg Weigel 



 
2006 EVENTS 

 
   
 June 24-25th     Mill Springs Ky  
       Artillery Living History  
 
 July 21-23     Manassas, Va Re-enactment   MAX 
    
 August 26-27     Richmond, Ky Re-enactment   MAX 
 
 September 16-17    Camp Nelson  
       Artillery Living History 
 
 October 7-8     Perryville, Ky     MAX 

       National Re-enactment 

 
 

 
We talk a lot about the Columbus Depot Jackets we wear. I just wanted to give you a little historical background on the depot. 
 

THE COLOMBUS (Ga.) ARSENAL 
By Ken R. Knopp 

 

The city of Columbus, Georgia was a very important contributor to the Confederate war effort. Located on the Chattahoochee 
River in southwest Georgia, it was a major railroad and shipping center. A spur of the Montgomery and West Point railroad 
crossed the river from the west while the Muscogee River moved east into central Georgia. At the height of the war, no less 
than five steamers transported goods up and down the Chattahoochee River. More important to the war effort was the city’s 
manufacturing capabilities. 
 
Columbus had become a major center of industry by the 1850’s. I t contained a large foundry and prospering paper mill, its 
grist and flour mills were the hub for local agriculture, but most prominent was the huge cotton and wool textile mills  
producing massive amounts of raw and finished textile goods. Five mills containing literally thousands of spindles and looms  
produced sheeting, clothing, yarn, and wool which firmly established Columbus as the deep South’s center for this industry 
by 1860. Industries, railroad, and shipping made Columbus a natural center for production in the Confederate war effort and a 
logical location for establishment of Government facilities which would eventually include an Armory, Arsenal,  
Quartermaster Depot, and Naval Works. 
 
In May of 1862, Captain F.C. Humphrey of the Ordnance Department arrived in Columbus to organize and command the 
Columbus Arsenal and Armory. Up to that time, the production of swords, pistols, and rifles in the city had been done by a 
host of small loosely associated private manufacturers. By the end of the summer, the Ordnance Department had began its 
first large scale manufacturing, principally harness, ordnance and infantry accoutrements on machinery largely from the Baton 
Rouge Arsenal, which had been evacuated when Federal forces threatened that city. Om short order, the Columbus Arsenal 
became the center of a large, sprawling group of private and government shops for the production of ammunition and the 
manufacture and repair of cannon, swords, pistols, rifles, and a host of assorted equipments. In just five months, its rate of 
production was among the better half of all Confederate Ordnance establishments. The city of Columbus fell violently to  
Federal Gen. James Wilson on April 16, 1865 in one of the last land battles east of the Mississippi River. In the aftermath, the 
arsenal, armory, Naval Works, Quartermaster Depot, iron works, large textile mills and much of Columbus’ private industry 
and property that aided the Confederate war effort were completely destroyed. 
 
Respectfully Yours, 

Adair WaggonerAdair WaggonerAdair WaggonerAdair Waggoner    
Adair Waggoner 
 
 



12th Annual Battle of Sacramento, Ky 
“Forrest’s First”  

May 20 & 21, 2006 
 
The 4th Ky had 13 members present for the non-max effort event. Four members of the 19th 
Ala. and 5 members of Mr. Montgomery’s Advanced History class from No. Co. Christian 
School from Florissant, Mo., fell in with us. The 4th Ky went as Federals to help even out the 
numbers. 
 
Highlights 
• Riding in the limos again 
• We missed George not being there to make the coffee 
• Drill went good both days. C.H. let the acting 1st Sgt. and I drill the company. Its not as 

easy as it looks, is it John B?   
• “The World Turned Upside Down” The 4th Ky in the Federal Army & Chad Greene in the 

Rebel Army 
• Being hissed at during the Parade for being “Yankee” 
• James Tittle running the Bushwackers out of the old house 
• First day battle letting the high school soldiers go out as skirmishers and the rest of the 

company getting killed by the cannon shot 
• Aunt Judy’s Banana nut bread without the nuts. Thanks Sammy Boy 
• The great dinner Saturday afternoon, thanks to the town of Sacramento 
• Fielding’s Woodford Reserve Beer– Damn, it was good 
• Miss Mollie– She was a real looker, wasn’t she, Honey Baked Ham? 
• The Battalion donating to Sgt. Ehney’s memorial fund for Adair’s grandson 
• All the talk about the chicken thieves going to Alabama with Sam Turk and starting a law 

firm. There is not a double-yolker in the bunch, is there Zeke? 
• Second-day Battle: Going out as skirmishers, then getting run over by the Rebels 
 
The next event will be the Mill Springs Artillery Living History Event at “Zollie Park” Nancy, Ky, 
June 25 & 26, 2006. 
 
 
Your Servant, 
 
WA_A fÅ|à{WA_A fÅ|à{WA_A fÅ|à{WA_A fÅ|à{    
 
1st Corporal D.L. Smith 

More Pictures at: www.4thkycs.com 

Alex: Another Flathead  
Down on the Field 

Sharpshooter Seth Zeke Hopes His Gun 
Passes Inspection 



A Note of Thanks…..A Note of Thanks…..A Note of Thanks…..A Note of Thanks…..    
    
Captain: 
I want to thank you for all that you did for my students at the Sacramento, Kentucky reenactment. 
Your men added so much to the kids’ experience for the weekend, as they now understand how impor-
tant a company unit is in the CW. From the Chuck-a-Luck, to the Living History on Friday night, and 
the help cleaning muskets, my students were very impressed with the men of the 4th Kentucky. 
 
I also want to thank you personally for interceding for us during the officers meeting and keeping us in 
the 4th Kentucky. We had “found a home” and speaking for the kids, I wanted to stay there. And for 
allowing us to open up the fight as skirmishers and for assigning me command of the unit, my stu-
dents and I thank you. (They talked about the skirmish fight and the battle all the way home!) 
 
Our goal was to change lives; to change the way students think and relate to the American Civil War. 
You and your company made that happen. In light of all you did for us, your reputation as one of the 
premier units is well-deserved. We could not have fallen in with a better group of men. 
 
For all my students– Amy, Shannon, Dan, Jack, and Paul– I extend once again my heartfelt gratitude 
and appreciation. I look forward to seeing you in the field, and perhaps joining you sometime in the 
future. 
 
With all due respect, I remain 
 
Your obedient servant, 
Rick Montgomery 
 
Rick Montgomery 
Teacher, North County Christian Schools 
Pvt., 11th Mississippi Volunteer Infantry 


